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But the quiet of his academic grove was about to
be shivered and the current of his blood deflected
by three events which, from remote points of the
compass, were fatefully nearing conjunction. In
1893 Jean Jaures was elected as a Socialist from the
Department of Tarn to the Chamber of Deputies,
where he had sat four years, beginning with 1885,
as a member of the Left Centre. Orator, polemist
and historian, he was born in 1859 at Castres, in
meridional France ; his first election to the Cham-
ber was due to his paternal uncle, the great man
of the district, who had been Ambassador to Spain
and Russia, and Minister of Marine. The nephew's
shift from conservative to radical, afterwards a
theme of scandal among his opponents, had sprung
from a markworthy episode. Retired by his
constituents in 1889, he joined the faculty of the
University of Toulouse as a lecturer on philosophy*
A year later he resolved to prepare a doctoral thesis,
and settled down to work in the library of the
Ecole Normale, of which he was an alumnus.
Lucien Herr was not slow to recognize that a
behemoth had swum within his ken. Researches
into the French Revolution had guided Jaur&s to
the last brink of republican theory. In a famous
session that lasted a whole night through, Herr
persuaded him to venture the one additional step
into Socialism.1 The nature of the victorious

1 Charles Andler, Vie de Lucien Herr. At this moment the
librarian inclined to a sect called Allemanist after its leader,
Jean Allemane, typesetter and political prophet. He had
endeared himself to Herr in particular by his invention of the
general strike.